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What Does It Mean to be Puritan
American Puritanism, Part 2: 

Puritans

Bill Petro
your friendly neighborhood historian

billpetro.com/compass

https://billpetro.com/compass
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Puritan Calvinists

The beginning of “The Great Migration.”
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American Church History

Colonial National Modern

1787 1865

Calvinism Arminianism
Biblistic Rationalism

Liberalism
Subjectivism
Existentialism

Theocentrism        Anthropocentrism         Liberalism
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Objectives
By the end of this session, you should be able to

• Discuss American Puritan sermons

• Identify impact of  the Bible in Colonial America

• Debate the Salem Witch Trials



Puritan Prayers
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• Began and ended day

• Focus on God’s Word

• Majestic language: rich, elevated style, enriching

• Written prayers: Valley of Vision
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“Plain” Puritan Sermons

• Text

• Doctrine

• Uses

• Applications.
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New England “Bible Commonwealths”

• Sought guidance of Scripture for all aspects 
of citizen’s lives

• Scripture authority in many criminal statutes

• Lack of tolerance for Quakers & Anglicans. 
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The English Bible in the 16th-17th Century
• Wycliffe 1380
• Gutenberg 1454
• Tyndale 1525
• Coverdale 1535
• Matthew 1537
• Taverner 1539
• Great 1539
• Geneva 1560
• Bishops’ 1568
• Douay-Rheims (NT)* 1582
• King James 1611

Less than 
100 years:

9 English
translations
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Geneva Bible
• 1560 in Geneva, 51 years before KJB

• Leader: William Whittingham, 
married the sister of John Calvin

• 1591 Version used by the Pilgrims 
& Puritans in New England

• 1560 – 1630:  200+ editions 
Verse numbers, marginal notes, tables, cross references

• Shakespeare, Knox, John Bunyan, Cromwell’s Army.



Inspired Ben Franklin’s 
First Great Seal of America
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Reverse of the Great Seal of the United States
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Obverse of the Great Seal of the United States
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Popularity of the Geneva Bible

1616 Geneva Bible
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“Breeches Bible”



King James Bible

• Committee of English scholars 
between 1607-1611

• “Authorized Version”

• 1st carried by John Winthrop 
to Massachusetts in 1630

• Supplanted Geneva Bible

More: billpetro.com/history-of-the-king-james-bible

https://billpetro.com/history-of-the-king-james-bible
https://billpetro.com/history-of-the-king-james-bible
https://billpetro.com/history-of-the-king-james-bible
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Puritan Experiment: 
Ecclesiastical Theory in Two Covenants

Grace
Covenant

• Spiritual
• Invisible

Church
Covenant

• Physical
• Visible

Church Privileges:
• Communion
• Church Offices

Political Privileges:
• Elections
• Civic Offices

CorporateIndividual
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Decline of New England Theology

• 1643: 11% church membership
– Preaching of the “Jeremiad”

• 1657: Half-Way Covenant

– Secularized state: church disconnected from state

• 1677: Stoddardeanism: Very open Communion
– Secularized church

• 1691: Province of Massachusetts became a Royal Colony

– Religious bans eliminated: need not be church member to vote.



Pluralism of Religion in the 13 Colonies, 
late 1600s
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Salem Witch Trials
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1-Word Summary
• Catholic Church   Merit
• Luther    Justification
• Zwingli    Sovereignty
• Calvin    Omnipotence
• Arminius    Ability
• “Calvinism”   TULIP
• Knox    Thundering
• Henry VIII   Married
• Pilgrims    Separatists
• Puritans    Saints


