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American Revivals
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1. Pastoral Evangelists

1726

1780

1st Great Awakening
1726–1760

2. Individual Evangelists
1787

1855
3. Lay Evangelists

1865

2nd Great Awakening
1787–1805

Finney’s Revival (1824-1837)

Era of Great Evangelists
1880–1935

Spurgeon, Moody, YMCA, Sunday

1880

1940

4. Team Evangelists

5. Association 
Evangelists

War of Independence (1776)

Civil War (1861-1865)

3rd: Layman’s Prayer Revival
1856-1858

Era of Billy Graham
Navs, YL, IVCF, Cru…
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Jesus Revolution
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• 1967 – 1975?

• Spread from California

• Calvary Chapel

– Harvest Christian Fellowship

– Vineyard Movement

• Hollywood Presbyterian: 
– Salt Company

• Cru: Explo ’72

• Music: C.C.M.



Additional Reading
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History of Explo 72: The Apex of the 
Jesus Movement, 50 Years Ago

Movie Review: Jesus Revolution

https://billpetro.com/history-of-explo-72-the-apex-of-the-jesus-movement-50-years-ago/
https://billpetro.com/history-of-explo-72-the-apex-of-the-jesus-movement-50-years-ago/
https://billpetro.com/movie-review-jesus-revolution/
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• Discuss American Denominationalism

• Review the Impacts of the Great Awakening

• Identify Enlightenment themes in America

Objectives
By the end of this session, you should be able to
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Colonies 
1650:

European
Nations



Pluralism of Religion in the 13 Colonies, 
late 1600s
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Colonies
1750:
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“Denomination Theory”
• Primary expression of American Christianity, post 1740’s

• Based, in part, on freedom to differ (dissent)

• Denomination vs. Sect

• Inclusive vs. Exclusive

• Architected by Congregationalists at Westminster Assembly

– The true church cannot be identified with any single ecclesiastical 

structure

• Seed planted by Reformers: not of bishops but of believers.
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Effects of the Great Awakening

• 80% of Americans unified in common 
understanding of Christian life and faith

• Dissent/dissenters enjoyed greater respect: 
Baptists, Methodists, Presbyterians

• Emphasis on education: Univ. of Penn, U of NC.
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American Colleges
• 1636: Harvard – Puritans, to train clergy
• 1701: Yale – “to train men to preach the Gospel”
• 1749: College of Philadelphia – U. of Penn (revival hall)
• 1762: Queens – became Rutgers
• 1726: College of New Jersey – Princeton (Whitefield)
• Moore’s Indian Charity Training College – to train 

Indians, moved to Dartmouth (Whitefield)
• College of Rhode Island (Baptist) – Brown
• Kings College of N.Y. – Colombia, to train Indians

All Ivy League Colleges (except Cornell) were to train men 
for the ministry.
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• 1636: Harvard  Calvinist Congregationalists

• 1701: Yale   Calvinist Congregationalists

• 1726: Princeton  Calvinist Presbyterians

• 1754: Colombia  Church of England

• 1749: U. of Penn Church of England/Methodist

• 1762: Rutgers  Dutch Reformed (Calvinist)

• 1764: Brown  Baptists

• 1769: Dartmouth Calvinist Congregationalists

• 1865: Cornell  Nonsectarian
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Effects of the Great Awakening, cont

• Preaching to Indians and Slaves

• Reinterpreted the Covenant: man’s response

• Dissolution of Theocracy: disestablishment in VA & 
NC, democratization

• Breakdown in theological consensus: New/Old Lights.
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Emotional - Intellectual
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The Enlightenment
aka: “Age of Reason,” Rationalism

• Post-Reformation

• Rebellion against it, in the guise of intellectualism:    

Empiricism denied the faith of the Reformation

• “Reality is what I observe with my own senses”

• Ideals: natural law, liberty, progress, religious toleration, 

separation of church & state, constitutional government.
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Approaches to Authority and the Enlightenment 
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From Revelation to Reason

R
ev

el
at

io
n

Tr
ad

iti
on

R
ea

so
n

Past: Infancy
Present: Adulthood

R
ej

ec
te

d
In

 R
ef

or
m

at
io

n

R
ej

ec
te

d
In

 E
nl

ig
ht

en
m

en
t

So
le

 A
ut

ho
rit

y

External Authority Innate Authority

Irrationality (Myth Makers)
Traditional Religion (superstition)

Reason
Rational Religion

Prog
ress

ion



23

Isaac Newton

• Principia Mathematica – 1687
• Implicit: man has ability to 

discover secrets of the universe, 
control destiny

• Narrowing the gulf between 
God and man

• Effect: corrosive effect on 
Calvinistic orthodoxy, 
more rational, less emotional
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1-Word Summary

• Pilgrims    Separatists
• Puritans    Saints
• Denominations   Inclusive
• Whitefield    Dramatic
• Wesley     Methodism
• Edwards    Glory
• Great Awakening   Fire
• Enlightenment   Rationalism.


